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26 Newsbits

The Bust of Etienne Clementel (facing
page), was purchased for the Memphis
Brooks Museum of Art by Morrie Moss, a
local philanthropist and businessman.
Moss (pictured with the sculpture) has ex
tended his generosity to MSU through the
endowment of several Chairs of Excellence
Photos by Carol Neal Reber, MSU Art
Services

The Gift of Giving
Memphis State has experienced the extraordinary generosity of
Morrie A. Moss, whose desire to help others is reflected through the
funding and planned establishment of endowed chairs in the
University's Chairs of Excellence program.
By Gary Garth
•J1 very man shall give as he is
able," Deuteronomy 16:17(NASB)
Morrie A. Moss knows all about giv
ing.
He recently gave the Memphis
Brooks Museum of Art the money to
purchase the bronze Bust of Etienne
Clementel, the last sculpture ever
crafted by Auguste Rodin.

Memphis State University also
knows well the depth of his generosity.
A well-known and respected Mem
phis businessman and philanthropist,
Moss recently made MSU the recipient
of hisgift-giving wayswhen heprovided
funds for twoChairs of Excellence,and
announced plans for the funding of two
more endowed chairs.
5

Moss has directed his generosity to
ward several educational programs.
His contributions reach into the mil
lions of dollars and the list of beneficia
ries, in addition to MSU, includes
Christian Brothers College, Rhodes
College, LeMoyne-Owen College and
the University of Tfennessee, Memphis,
as well as the Dixon Gallery and Gar
dens, and the Memphis Brooks Mu
seum of Art.
"I've been interested in supporting
all of the educational institutions in
Memphis," said Moss.
The two endowed chairs recently
funded by Moss are in philosophy and
English poetry. Other chairs are
planned in education and psychology.
Thefact thatthe existing chairs are in
humanities departments serves as tes
timonial to Moss' desire tosupply help
where it is most needed.
"I contacted (MSU president) Dr.
(Thomas) Carpenter and asked what
schools he thought I could contribute
to," recalled Moss. "My first thought
was in accounting, which is what I ma
jored in at the University of Illinois, or
athletics. He(Dr. Carpenter) suggested
that we concentrate on thehumanities
since there was a lot of interest in the
business and athletic programs, and
little in thehumanities.
"We created,or arecreating, Chairs of
Excellence in philosophy, English po
etry, education and psychology," he
added. "We haven't funded them all as
yet, but we intend to."
He graduated from college 60 years
ago, but Moss' beliefin the importance
of an education is as strong today as
when he donned a cap andgown more
than a halfcentury ago.
"I studied accounting and general
business at the University of Illinois,
and they were invaluable to me in the
business world,"said themember ofthe
Fighting Ulini classof 1928. "And, the
importance of an education in today's
world is invaluable."

Moss focused on business and ac
counting during his college days, and
has gone on to enjoy tremendous suc
cess in the business world. But he
stresses that all branches of study are
important.
"Any type of an education is valu
able," hesaid. "Abusiness education,of
course, helps in some ways but other
studies are equally important."
In 1932,fouryearsout ofcollege, Moss
came to Memphis. In the ensuing 56
years, both he and the city have pros
pered. He was owner and president of
John A. Denie's Sons Company from
1936 through 1961, but his business
interests are as varied as his philan
thropic efforts.
In 1958, Moss became chairman of
the board of Security America Life In
surance Company of Memphis. Since
1972, he has served as a director of
Occidental Petroleum Corporation,
and also serves as a director of Cities
Service Company and Iowa Beef Prod
ucts. In1969, Mossbecame adirector of
the Armand Hammer United College
of the American West.
Along with his diversified business
interests, Moss has found time to take
an activerole inmany civicand charita
ble organizationswhich includehaving
served as a member of the Memphis
Housing Authorityboard and atrustee
of the Cordell Hull Foundation, the
Dixon Gallery and Gardens, and the
Memphis Orchestral Society.
Moss was recently named "Philan
thropist of the Year" by the Memphis
chapter of the National Society of
Fund Raising Executives. The May 11
ceremony marked the first time the
NSFRE local chapter has presented
this honor. Hisstrong support of educa
tion, such as the recent Chair of Excel
lence funding at MemphisState, helped
make Moss a unanimous choicefor the
first annual award.
"We were emulating the national or
ganization inchoosing oneperson, who

has shownexemplary leadership in pro
viding philanthropic contributions, to
be recognized as our 'Philanthropist of
the Year,'"said LeoArnoult, a member
of the nominating committee and a
former president of the local NSFRE
chapter. "When you start nominating
people for this kind of honor, Mr. Moss'
name just automatically comes as one
of the top."
Moss was as gracious accepting the
NSFRE honor as he is when accepting
thanks for his contributions to Mem
phis State. A modest and unselfish
man, Moss' philanthropic efforts are
fueled bythe kindnessof givingand the
satisfaction of helping.
"It's an enormous honor and I appre
ciate the recognition," he said of the
NSFRE award. "But it wasn't neces
sary."
His business life hasmet with many
turns of success and Moss has, in turn,
helped spread that success across a
wide base. Recently, he has been busy
with a new venture—writing. Moss has
penned morethan 40short essaysand is
considering publishing them as a book
on "The Importance of Unimportance"
"I wanted to put someof my ideas on
paper," he said of the new endeavor.
In one of his writings, an essay enti
tled "Giving," Moss touches on the in
tense pleasure he receives by helping
others:
"To assist a human in reaching his
goal of an education, a business, a ca
reer orwhatever, can bring personal joy
andpride tothe donor.To beable tohelp
without demeaning the recipient bynot
giving but lending withoutexpecting a
reward is noble. Nobility can be en
hanced by specifying this loan is not to
be repaid, butis to starta cycleof mean
ingful giving by affording another the
chance you havehad."
Memphis State hasbeen privilegedto
witness that special nobility.

"Every man shall give as he is able,"
Deuteronomy 16:17 (NASB)

Left-Handed Lemurs
May Hold Key
to Causes
of Human Diseases
Lemurs and bushbabies, cuddly cousins of the monkey,
could help scientists learn moreabout such human brain
disorders as epilepsy and schizophrenia.
By Les Seago
MSU Research Reporter
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MSU researchers are very interested in
whether this cute little bushbaby used his
right handor hisleft tograb the banana. All
he really cares about is eating it.
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room full of left-handed bushba
bies at Memphis State Univer
sity may provide medical
scientists with newinformation about a
variety of humanbrain disorders,a psy
chology professor says.
"It has been assumed that humans
were the only primate species that
showed hand preference," saysDr. Jeannette P. Ward, whose research contra
dicts traditional scientific thought on
the topic.
For thepast threeyears, Dr.Ward and
her research group at Memphis State
have been collecting evidence that
bushbabies andfour otherprosimian or
primitive primate species have lateralized nervous systems.
"Lateralized means that you favor
one hand or the other," said Dr. Ward.
"And if primitive primates like the
bushbaby have a lateralized nervous
system, that means that their brains
are more similar to humans' brains

than science thought."
The findings mean that scientists
studying epilepsy, schizophrenia and
other human braindisorders may have
a new animal model for their research,
Dr. Ward said.
"Study of the human brain has been
impeded bythe belief thatonly humans
have lateralized nervous systems, and
thus there have been no animal
models," she said.
Dr. Ward, a member of MSU's faculty
since 1967,became interested in latera
lization research in 1981 when one of
her graduatestudents wasinvolved ina
comparative vision study using
bushbabies.
The bushbabies, cuddly toy-like crea
tures with big eyesand large ears, look
as if theywere createdby acartoonist. A
native of many African nations, they
are below the monkey on the evolution
ary ladder, Dr. Ward said, but they ex
hibit many complex behavioral traits.
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A lesser bushbaby (far left) is startled by a
photographer's flash as Memphis State re
searchers test the animal to determine
whether it prefers its left hand or right. In
subsequent photos, the bushbaby ignores
the flash to grab a juicy grub worm and
gobble it down.

(Left) The bushbaby, withits enormous eyes
and big ears, appears to be the work of a
cartoonist drawing a cuddly toy. But the
animal, a distant relation of the monkey,
may play an importantrole in research into
human brain disorders.
(Above) Graduate Student DeannaDodson
holds a pair of lesser bushbabies, the
smaller version of the primitive primate.
(Right) Always ready for a food handout, a
greater bushbaby eagerly reaches for a rai
sin in the PsychologyDepartment's animal
laboratory.

"They make good research animals
because they are not an endangered
species and they are easily bred in the
laboratory," she said.
Dr. Ward said the vision study pro
vided a hint that bushbabies showed a
preference for one hand or the other
when reaching forfood.
"I presumed that they were not lateralized," she said. "I'd worked with
them foryears, but I neverlooked to see.
And the literature suggested they
should not be."
Working with graduate students, Dr.
Ward began recording information
about the hand preferences of the Uni
versity's small bushbaby colony.
Researchers, usingvideo cameras,ob
served the animals under a variety of
conditions and kept detailed informa
tion about the bushbabies' activities.
"Our early experimentsshowed that
seven of the eight animals were
strongly left-handed," she said. "One
was ambidextrous."
A secondround ofstudies involved25
animals and producedsimilar results.
The researchers turned then to the
Memphis Zoo, where they studied a col
ony of lemurs, another primate similar
to the bushbaby. Again, the study re
vealed that the animals showed a
strong preference for their left hand
when reaching for food.
So far, lateralization has been found
in five prosimian species,Dr. Ward said.
The studiesinvolve observingthe ani
mals for extended periods, recording
their movements and compiling statis
tics on how often they reach with one

hand or the other, which hand they use
for grooming or hanging from a tree
limb. Someof the studies haveincluded
data on whether theanimals are more
likely to turn left or right.
"We have measured the hand prefer
ences of almost 100 individuals," Dr.
Ward said. "Across all these species, we
found that about 70 percent show a
strong preference for the left hand in
both field and laboratory studies."
By contrast, she said, humans are
about 90 percent right-handed.
Dr. Ward believes her research could
have a significant impact on human
brain disorder studies.
"A lot of psychological disorders are
believed to have roots inlateralization,"
she said.
Scientists believe that some type of
imbalance between the left side of the
brain and the right side may be in
volved in such disorders as schizophre
nia.
Bushbabies and lemurs,because they
are primitive primates and basically
unchanged for millions of years, may
provide information that can help sci
entists understand how the human
brain developed, providing clues to dis
abling illnesses, she said.
"Human research has been slowed
because we haven't had an animal
model," she said. "Most of the research
has been done with laboratory rats. A
rat hasa brain,but it'snot a primate.If
you are doing research on human
brains, it's better to use an animal
model that is at least a member of the
same family."

A Vibrant Reminder of Life...
A Silent Cry of Anguish
A Jewish community that saved its artifacts from destruction by the
Nazis preserved them for the world to study and observe. For only the
second time in 50 years, the exhibit will leave the Jewish Museum
in New York City when it goes on display inlate fallat Memphis State.
By Susan Akers

T

The Torah curtain from the Great Syna
gogue of Danzig was crafted in the 1700s.
The embroideredred velvet curtainhung on
the Torahark, acabinet set inone wall ofthe
synagogue that held the Torah scrolls.
Photos courtesy of The Jewish Museum,New York

he collected treasuresof a dying
European Jewish community,
packed hastily in10 huge crates,
arrived in New York City on July 26,
1939, just one month before the Nazis
marched into the Free Stateof Danzig.
Those treasures, now exhibited as
"Danzig, 1939: Treasures of a De
stroyed Community"will be on display
in late fall at the Memphis State Uni
versity Gallery.
"This thrilling exhibit bears testi
mony to the vibrancy of the Danzig
Jewish community which, together
with countless others, was destroyedin
the horrors of World War II," said Dr.
Stephen Benin, director of MSU's
Bornblum Judaic Studies, a cosponsor
of the display. "This exhibit tells, in its
eloquent silence, about the vitality,
richness and diversity of Jewish life
obliterated in the Holocaust; about the
destruction of European Jewry.
"In anera whensome havethe audac
ity to claim that the Holocaust wasnot
'so terrible' nor that it 'ever really hap
pened,' the Danzig exhibit speaks vol

umes for one such tragically silenced
community," he said. "It shows the ter
ror and reality of that darkest time in
history."
The collectionis oneof thefew Jewish
communal collections to survive the
Holocaust. The objects from Danzig,
which isnow knownas Gdansk,Poland,
have been housed at theNew York Jew
ish Museum since 1939 and were not
exhibited publicly untilthe 1960s. The
Gallery display marks only the second
time thecollection hasleft New York. It
first traveled the U.S. and Canada in
1980.
"Most of these objects relate to the
synagogue or to the observances of the
Jewish holidays, life cycles or religious
ceremonies at home," said Diane
Lerner, curator of the collection at the
Jewish Museum. "Many items reflect
some of the finestexamples we have of
European silversmiths andcraftsmen."
The collection comprises more than
300 Jewish objects including books,
scrolls, tapestries, textiles and memo
rabilia of the Danzig community. It ex13

ists today because the city's Jewish
leaders anticipated the Nazi occupa
tion in 1939.
On Nov. 12 and 13, 1938, Germany
was rockedby massarrests andrandom
destruction of Jewish property during
the Kristallnacht (Crystal Night). Ger
man storm troopers razed synagogues
throughout thecountry, including Dan
zig and the outlying Jewish communi
ties of Langfuhr and Zoppot. Only
timely intervention by police and com
munity leaders saved Danzig's Great
Synagogue Jewish war veterans encir
cled the synagogue ina show of united
support.
Because of the terror of those few
days, more than 1,500 Danzig Jews fled
across thePolish border. Jewishleaders
recognized that emigration from Dan
zig was thehighest priority.
On Dec. 17, 1938, 2,000 Jews gath
ered in Danzig's Great Synagogue to
hear the emigration plan. Painfully,
they rose as one to signal their agree
ment and willingness for community
leaders to makethe necessary arrange
ments.
Tb ensure that they would leave, Ger
man officials ordered each person to
sign a document promisingto follow the
directives of Jewishleaders. Under the
plan, Polish Jews in Danzig would re
turn to neighboring Poland and those
eligible to go to other countries would
get visas. The majority of the Danzig
Jews would travel illegally to Palestine.
The Nazi-controlled Danzig senate
gave the Jews until late spring of 1939
to evacuate all but the elderly and the
ill; a deadlinewhich waslater extended
to the fall.

LittU Pblish girls watch German storm
troopers
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The Jews needed a tremendous
amount offoreign currenciesto finance
this massive emigration. The leaders
formulated a plan for acquiring the
funds which would save the lives of
their families and friends, and would
save their communal art and artifacts,
as well: they proposed to the Germans
that the treasures be sent to America.
Money received from the sale of the
collection would help finance the emi
gration. The proposal was accepted by
the Nazis who cared little for the treas
ures, but were determined to get the
Jews out of Danzig.
lb raise additionalmoney, the Jewish
community sold all of its real estate,
including the Great Synagogue, for a
fraction of its value. All available
money for the exodus had now been
obtained.
On Feb. 8,1939, members of the Dan
zig Jewish communitysigned the final
papers which would send their treas
ures to New York City. The following
month, they gathered for the last time
at the Great Synagogue.

The Jews continued to leave thecity
until the fall of 1941 when the Nazis
halted allemigration. Remaining Jews
were deported to Polish ghettos andto
Theresienstadt. From there, they were
sent to concentration camps.By theend
of the war, only a handful of Jews re
mained in Danzig.
The contract with theNew York Jew
ish Museum specified that the collec
tion would return to Danzig after 15
years, if there were still a Jewish com
munity in place. Because no such com
munity existed in 1954, the treasures
remained in the U.S. as a memorial to
the Danzig victims and as an educa
tional tool for historical study.
"(It seemed) that the University and
the Bornblum JudaicStudies would be
the perfectplace topromote anddisplay
an exhibit which focuses worldwideat
tention on a partof Jewishhistory,'' said
Dr. H. Pierre Secher,a political science
professor at Memphis State who has
been involved with Bornblum Judaic
Studies since its inception in 1985.
"It seemedto methat apublic univer

"Danzig, 1939: Treasures of a Destroyed

H&fgp "V

sity which had adopted this type of
program (in Judaic studies) was con
cerned with raising the level of con
sciousness of non-Jewish people,
especially students and the Memphis
community, as well as the Jewish peo
ple," Dr. Secher said. "(The Danzig ex
hibit) seems to bethe perfect vehicleto

M

This wedding sofa is an example of
Biedermeier-style furniture and possibly a
unique surviving example of the Jewish
marriage couch. The clasped male and fe
male hands suggest that it wasused during
marriage ceremonies and the placement of

the man and woman, indicated by the
hands, coincides with the positions of the
bride and groom duringa Jewish wedding.
The sofa, made inthe early 1800s, was used
during the Bedeckung, the veiling of the
bride by the groom before the ceremony.

bring this information about Judaism
to the Memphisarea."
The Danzig exhibit in Memphis will
include more than 125 objects. The col
lection isdivided into three groups: per
sonal items included in the 1939
shipment, probably donatedby individ
uals anxious to save their heirlooms;

ceremonial objects from the Great Syn
agogue; andobjects from the privateart
collection of Lesser Gieldzinski, an
early 20th century artcollector, which
were displayed inthe synagogue
Most ofthe objectsdate from the 18th
and 19th centuries, although a few in
the Gieldzinski collection are from the
15

The Free City of Danzig 1919-1939

Weinberg

1600s.
Many gold and silver articles in the
exhibit were used todecorate the Tbrah
scroll. The Torah finials, generally
called rimmonim, and Tbrah crowns,
also calledketers, wereused tobeautify
the scroll and are also artistically out
standing, according toLerner.
"Tbrah pointers werealso used exten
sively in the synagogue," Lerner said.
"Persons werenot supposedtotouch the
Tbrah, so intricate pointers were used.
Most pointers were made of silver, but
some were made of brass andwood/'
Following the Kristallnacht in 1938,
the curtains from synagogues in the
ravaged communities nearby were
moved to the GreatSynagogue in Dan
zig. Now part of the exhibit, the large
velvet curtains embroidered with silk
and metallic threads are some of the
most magnificent pieces in the collec
tion, said Lerner.
Along with the ceremonial objects
from the synagogue, the exhibit will
feature more than 60 documents re
flecting daily life in Danzig, including
original maps ofthe area andpersonal
documents, such as letters, passports
and photographs.
"One purposeof thisexhibit isto show
the human side of the Danzig story,"
said Lerner. "These items are signifi
cant artistically andalso represent the
cultured preservation of a destroyed
community.
"The exhibit is intendedto orientthe
viewer to see the city, as well as to
appreciate the uniqueness of its ob
jects," she said.
The Danzig collection allows histo
rians to examine the details of adying
community's inner workings, frustra
tions and ideals as it faced the Holo
caust. Theseobjects serveas a reminder
of aliving, vibrant community andas a
silent cry ofanguish at itsdestruction.

Bornblum
f Judaic Studies

M

emphis State University's
Bornblum Judaic Studies
was establishedin 1985 with
a $1 million gift from long-time Mem
phis businessmen Bert and David
Bornblum.
"(The program) fosters an apprecia
tion of Jewish history; of Judaism as a
religion andit doesit withoutemphasis
in the academic setting," said Dr.
Stephen Benin, director of Judaic Stud
ies. "Therearenovaluejudgmentsasto
right or wrong, better or worse. It
should act to reveal how beliefs and
religions are different withoutpassing
judgment or teaching a theological
view.
"Judaic studies considers issues in
history, politics and religion from the
Jewish perspective," he said. "The in
tent is to bring to the community a
better understandingof Jewish history,
philosophy, contemporary life and the
relationship between Jewish experi
ences in the past and in the present."
In addition to funding the program,
the Bornblum gift established an en
dowed chairin Judaicstudies. A nation
wide searchis underwayfor ascholar to
hold that Chairof Excellence.
"There aremany ofthese positions all
over the country at universities with
this type of program - Harvard, Tulane,

Columbia, Yale and others," Dr. Benin
said. "There are not enough people to
fill them."
An eventual goal of the University,
and an original intention of the
Bornblums, is to develop a degree pro
gram in Judaic studies. Dr. Benin says
one daythere mayalso bea department
of religious studies at Memphis State.
"Religious studies deal with ques
tions of good and evil; of how to ap
proach the problem of suffering; of
closeness to God," he said. "Such a de
partment would put religions of all
kinds under the microscope and exam
ine them equally, putting them under
scrutiny and seeing howthey deal with
problems, what they have in common,
how customs and symbols may be the
same."
The Bornblum Judaic Studies is still
in its infancy, Dr. Benin said."As with
any newendeavor, ittakes timeto build
it." Given time, he believes Memphis
State will develop a model program,
progressive for the region,eye-opening
for its students, and supported by and
serving the community.

By John Bland Jr.

Dn Stephen Benin

"Danzig, 1939: Treasures of a Des
troyed Community" will be on display
Oct. 9 through Nov.27 at the Memphis
State Gallery. The Gallery will be open
Monday-Wednesday, Friday and Sat
urday from 10 a.m.-6 pm.; Thursday
from 10 a.m.-9 pm.; and Sunday, IS
pm. For more information, call 4542224.
17
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From Memphis to Seoul—
Memphis State Has an
"Olympic Connection
Faculty, athletes and coaches
are heading for the Summer
Olympics this year and in 1992,
putting Memphis State in the thick
of international competition.
By L.M. Logan

M

emphis State University's
ties to Seoul, South Korea;
Barcelona, Spain; and Colo
rado Springs, Colo., may seem obscure,
but the school's Olympic connection
may soon placecoaches and athletes in
the running for the gold.
MSU's involvement inthe U.S. Olym
pic movement includes current and
former athletes, a coach and a faculty
member, who may take their places in
the international rollcall this summer
in Seouland inthe 1992Summer Olym
pics in Barcelona.
Memphis State's racquetball team
coach, Larry Liles, is also coach of the
U.S. National Racquetball Tteam. If the
sport is accepted into the Olympics,
Liles and several of his team members
may bespending thesummer of1992in
Barcelona.
"We're not goingto Seoul;there's not
even a racquetball exhibition there,"
said Liles. "Our next shot isBarcelona
(which) wasone ofthe stopson our1987
(national team)goodwill tour.We made
a presentation tothe OlympicCommit

tee there and they'relooking very hard
at including racquetball in the 1992
Games.
"As matter of fact, the Spanish are
building atremendous facility therefor
racquetball," he said. "If they accept it
as an Olympicsport, we'rein. We'll goas
a demonstration or exhibition sport."
Liles is considered the front-runner
for coachof theOlympic squad.The U.S.
team's prospects haveto look good, just
based onLiles' coachingbackground at
MSU. In his 13 years at Memphis State,
the men'sracquetball teamhas wonthe
national titleeach year.He hascoached
the women's team for seven years and
the squadhas wonthe nationalchampi
onship five times, finishing in second
place twice.
He has coached some talented ath
letes, many of whom are setting their
sights on Olympics. Included among
these are Andy Roberts,a recent MSU
graduate who has postponed turning
professional in hopes of makingthe U.S.
team. Robertswon the World Games, is
a three-time national collegiate cham-
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Olympic team. Tferron stands achance
at it."
When these highly-skilled, wellconditioned athletes compete, what de
termines who wins and who loses?
Psychological skills, saysDr. Andrew
Meyers, a professor of psychology at
MSU and a sports psychologist who
works with the U.S. Weightlifting Fed
eration.
"The physicalskills ofthe elite,worldclass athlete tend to equal out," Dr.
Meyers said. "In general...when you
get to their level, (these) athletes are
very technically proficient. As you get
better, the psychological skills become
more and moreimportant."
Dr. Meyers is working with the U.S.
national junior weightlifters, ages 1420, to prepare them for the 1992 Olym
pics. He's beenworking withthe young
men since 1986, helping them learn
how to handle the stresses of training,
losing and winning.
"My perception of sports psychology
is that I don't concentrate on competi
tion," Dr. Meyers said. "I focus on two
areas: the educational area that helps
the athlete developpsychological skills
that parallelhis physicalskills; andthe

- QftP —
pion, a national doubles winner and a
two-time finalist for the national sin
gles title
Other current and former MSU racquetball team members hoping to
make the Olympic squad include Tbni
Bevelock, Kaye Kuhfeld and Dave Simonette.
Another former Memphis State ath
lete also has visions of gold, and his
chance for a medal may come sooner
than 1992.
Tferron Wright, MemphisState's only
world recordholder intrack and field, js
making abid forthe SeoulOlympics. In
1981, hislast yearas aTiger,Wright set
a worldindoor recordof29.26 secondsin
the 300-yarddash. In1982, hemade the
U.S. National Track Tfeam and com
peted in meets in West Germany, En
gland and theSoviet Union.
Wright, 29, returnedto MSUlast fall
to train for the 400-meter dash. Al
though Wright has not run seriously
since 1983, MemphisState track coach
Glenn Hays thinks the dedicated run
ner has a good shotat making itto the
Olympic trials later this summer.
"He's gettingbetter every day,"Hays
said. "Given the proper opportunities
and training, Tferron has agood chance
of making the Olympic preliminaries."
Wright will have to run the 400 in
45.82 secondsor betterjust toreach the
trials inIndianapolis nextmonth. After
that, hewill makethe teamonly ifhe is
one of the top three finishers. A fourth
place finish would put him on the 4 X
400-meter relayteam. The fifth runner
accompanies the teamas an alternate.
Wright's best time inthe 400 is 45.50,
and he hasrim 46.79 sofar in training.
Hays says Wright has plentyof time to
lower that mark and isconfident it will
happen. Even though Wright is older
than the majority of his competition,
Hays believesthat makingthe Olympic
team has more to do with opportunity
than with thephysical ability of young
er runners.
"Track is almost exclusively a high
school and college activity," said Hays.
"That's whyso manyof therunners are
young. It will probably take a flat 45
seconds in the 400-metersto make the
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Larry Liles

Dr. Andrew Meyers

clinical area of actually helping the
athlete deal with the extreme stress in
his life."
The educational area emphasizes
strengthening self-confidence, generat
ing good goals, planning, maintaining
concentration andattention tothe task,
and learning how to relax and to
manage anxiety.
"In addition to education activities,
some of theseyoung menneed good oldfashioned clinical counseling," said Dr.
Meyers. "Most people don't recognize
the stress under which national and
Olympic athletes live and train. They
train for yearsfor one event that takes
place in front of millions of people.
"Their whole self-definitionis placed
on theline inthat onemoment. It's sort
of compacting your whole development
of self-concept into one moment," he
said. "Generally we're talkingabout it
happening to kids 20-years-old or youn
ger. These are kids who are placed in
incredibly stressful situations."
Dr. Meyers,who hasworked withmen
and womenathletes at MemphisState,
has consultedwith several coachesand
often seesathletes individually.He and
other sport psychologists occasionally
encounter problems from both coaches
and athletes.
"(They) are naturally and under
standably skeptical of what we (sports
psychologists) are tryingto do," saidDr.
Meyers. "They don't havetime to train
as much as they would like, and we
come along and want an hour of their
valuable time each day."
Some athletes are suspicious of the
psychologists, but most, according to
Dr. Meyers, are very opento learning.
"There havebeen surveysof Olympiccaliber athletes in terms of how they
feel about sports psychology after
they've been exposed to it," he said.
"Typically, 70-90percent ofthe athletes
argue that it's been veiy beneficial to
them.
"I wouldn't arguethat sports psychol
ogy makes athletesbetter," Dr. Meyers
said. "But,I thinkwe havethe potential
to do that and certainly, sometimes we
do."
As America turns to building its
Olympic programs, coaches, athletes
and professors from Memphis State
University will be there every step of
the way,workingtobringthe goldhome
to Memphis.
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MSU Professor's Approach
to Bargaining
Has "Real-World" Applications
A business professor is teaching negotiation skills that apply to any
situation, even tense hostage scenes and high-level summit
meetings. With his approach, everyone wins.
By Jo Ellen Ezell

T

DK Schul

he same negotiation techniques
that free hostages from interna
tional terrorists can be applied
in business, saysa MemphisState Uni
versity professor.
"It doesn't matter
whether you're ne
gotiating over where
you and I are going
to go to the movie
tonight, or we're ne
gotiating over the
release of hostages.
The sameskills would
be applied," said Dr.
Patrick Schul, an
associate professor of
marketing in the
Fogelman College of
Business and Economics. "They were used at
Camp David for the solution to the
Sinai; and now even in the Reagan
administration in interactions with
Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev."

Dr. Schul's negotiation philosophy
opposes the traditional competitive ap
proach andcreates asituation inwhich
everybody wins.
"Win-win" negotiation doesn't mean
do unto thy neighbor before he does
unto you, however, and Dr. Schul does
not give businessmen a bag fullof dirty
tricks labeled "negotiation skills."
"Union people and high-level negoti
ation specialists from major aerospace
companies were expectingto hear how
to do dirtytricks better," said Dr. Schul,
"and I was teaching them how to do
more problemsolving; howto givethenneighbor what they want, and subse
quently get what they, themselves,
want.
"There's a lot of ethics involved in
what we're talking about because the
program isbased ongiving peoplewhat
they want in lieu of trying to just force
what you want down their throats," he
said.
Dr. Schul's negotiation theory was
continued on page 32
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On the Road to
Research Excellence...
Memphis State professors say the
University is making greatstrides in
gaining a reputation as a research institution.
By Susan Akers
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N

ational recognition is within the grasp of Mem
phis State University because of its growing
reputation asa qualityresearch institution,say
faculty members who have been rewarded for their
research.
Each year,some 30 MSU professors are recognized for
outstanding research activity through the Superior Per
formance in University Research awards. The awards
bring a $5,000 research supplement to each recipient's
department or unit.
Several of the 1987 SPURaward winnersshared their
opinions on theimportance andbenefits ofhaving asolid
national reputation as a research institution.
"The SPUR awardgives youtime todo researchand to
develop contacts at other universities," said Dn John R.
Haddock, a professor of mathematical sciences. He
believes agood research reputation canattract students
and faculty to a university.
"We have faculty members who areinterested in com
ing herebecause ofthe researchwe do,"Dr. Haddocksaid.
"We are getting a better quality graduatestudent than
we were getting five years ago."
Dr. Stephen Klaine, an assistant professor ofbiology,
agrees that being known as a research institution ap
peals to top faculty. He also believes it improves the
learning environmentfor students.
"I think it is critical that, at both the undergraduate
and graduate levels, students be involved in research,"
Dr. Klainesaid. "I think itis avery important part ofthe
learning process.I think inuniversities thatdon't havea
research component, the students really miss out."
A university can develop a good reputation by doing
quality research,says Dr.Bonnie Thornton Dill, direc
tor of MSU's Center for Researchon Women.
"Research has given national visibility to the Univer
sity," said Dr. Dill. "I think that our ability to secure
grants from both foundation and federal agencies has
helped builda growingresearch reputationfor theentire
University."
Dn Robert Klesges,an associate professorof psychol
ogy, believes that a good reputation is also a key to
obtaining additional research funding.
"Grants beget grants," said Dr. Klesges. "Peoplehear
about good places to go because of the quality and
magnitude of research. If you look at
the institutions with excellent reputations—Harvard,
"¥ale, Stanford—theydidn't gettheir reputationsbecause
of their locations or because of good undergraduate
instruction. They received notoriety because of out
standing research."
"Doing quality work makes opportunities available,"
said Dr. Kenneth Burns, an associate professor of fin

ance, insuranceand real estate"It attractsresearch. Itis
to our advantage, once wedevelop expertise in any area,
to use that expertise to attract other funding."
In addition to providing a practical basisfor funding,
research at the national and international levels also
establishes Memphis State as a comprehensive univer
sity and a trueinstitution of higherlearning, according
to DE Michael L. Kennedy, a biology professor.
"The research emphasis at Memphis State certainly
helps in making it possible to attract outside support,"
said Dr. Kennedy. "Many funding agencies would not
consider research support for the faculty at Memphis
State without a demonstrated commitment to research
from the University."
That emphasis on research has resulted in many
faculty members gaining recognition in professional
publications.
"What we've done has been published on a regional
and national basis," said Dr. Larry W.Moore, an assis
tant professorof civil engineering. "Publications giveus
exposure and let people around the country know our
areas of expertise."
"We've been able tocontact stateand federal agencies
and make them aware of the research we've done," he
said. "It has also opened some doors for research with
these government agencies."
Publication inprofessional journalsis anotheringredi
ent indeveloping thereputation asa researchuniversity,
according to Dr. Joseph M. Williams, an assistant
professor of psychology.
"Anything wecan doto enhancethe researchpower of
Memphis State is goingto enhanceits reputation," said
Dr. Williams. "Anything we can do to promote our re
search accomplishments and publicize ourselves in the
professional literature will help.
"The Universityas awhole doesnot havea reputation
for beinga researchinstitution, but certaindepartments
are recognized for their contributions," Dr. Williams
said. "It is at that stage, where with a lot of work and
time, the wholeUniversity will bebuilt up."
Published faculty is beneficial for the entire Univer
sity, notjust thefaculty members,says Dr.Robyn Cox,a
professor of audiology and speech pathology.
"Any university where research ispublished benefits
the academic community," she said. "Research helps
attract betterfaculty and better students,which in turn,
makes the University do better work."
The research emphasis at MSU will continue to im
prove theschool's national reputation, saysDr. Haddock.
"Improving MemphisState isa long-termprocess, but
we're making good strides toward that," Dr. Haddock
said. "There are a lot of improvements that have been
made and there is some immediate visibility from that.
People now are aware of Memphis State who were not
three or four years ago.
''I would say wehave agood nameright now,''he said.''I
wouldn't say we had a great one yet; we're working on
great."
Todd L. Houdek and Ada Johnsoncontributed to this
article.
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Egyptian Goddess
Comes "Home"

Banker Elected to
National Business Society

R

onald Tferry, chief executive offi
cer of First Tfennessee National
Corp., was recently inducted
into theMemphis State chapterof Beta
Gamma Sigma businesshonor society.
Tferry, a 1952 graduate of MSU, was
the first alumnus honored by the chap
ter in 20 years, said Dr. J. Taylor Sims,
dean of the Fogelman College of Busi
ness and Economics.
"He is one of Memphis State's most
distinguished alumni," Dr. Sims said.
"His contributions to the community
and to the banking profession warrant
this honor."
Tferry's induction is part of the 75year-old organization's recognition of
individuals who have made a major
contribution to society through busi
ness and managerial leadership. Elec
tion to BetaGamma Sigmaas astudent
is the highest scholastic honor a busi
ness major can attain, Dr.Sims said.
Tferry, 57, joined First Tennessee
Rank in Memphis as a management
trainee in1957 after servingin the U.S.
Navy. He completed theSouthwestern
Graduate School of Banking at South
ern Methodist University in 1961 and
the advancedmanagement program at
Harvard Business School in 1970.
Tferry became chairman and chief ex
ecutive officer of First Tfennessee Na
tional Corp. in 1973. He is pastpresident of the Federal Reserve Sys
tem's Advisory Council, and he serves
on the boardof directors of theHoliday
Corp., BellSouth and St. Jude Chil
dren's Research Hospital. He is pastpresident of Future Memphis, Boys'
Club of Memphis and the Economic
Club.
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S

akhmet was the goddess of the
ancient Egyptian city of Mem
phis over 3,000 years ago. She
came to the modern city of Memphis
last spring to continue her reign at the
Memphis State University Gallery.
Two granitestatues of Sakhmet,each
towering over 6 feet, 10 inches, flank
the entry of the EgyptianRoom in the
Gallery.

Ronald Terry

Also on display are two papyri, or
paintings, dating back to about 1150
B.C. and 200 B.C.The statuesand papy
rus sectionsare onlong-term loan from
The British Museum in London.
"We have developed a special rela
tionship with The British Museum,"
said Dr. Rita Freed, the director of
MSU's Institute of Egyptian Art and
Archaeology. "Theywere instrumental
in the establishment of our institute,
and theyfeel they are apart of what we
are doing."
The statues, one weighing 1,300
pounds and the other 1,600 pounds,
represent Sakhmet with the body of a
woman and the head of a lion. They
were two of 730 massive sculptures of
the goddess commissioned by King
Amunhotep ID,ruler of Egyptbetween
1386 and 1349 B.C., to flank a ceremo
nial avenuein ancientMemphis. Apair
of statues wasmade for eachday of the
year, Dr. Freedsaid.
"The idea was thatthe priestssang a
litany to Sakhmet every day. By keep
ing herhappy, she wouldnot becomethe
raging lioness she was capable of be
coming; butrather, she'd stayas a docile
kitten," said Dr.Freed.
"In her benevolent state, Sakhmet
was associated with healing and doc
tors," she said. "In her ferocious state,
she was associated with the desert
heat."
The papyri, each about twofeet long,
are paintingson earlypaper made from
reeds. One of the papyriwas ordered by
Ramesses IV in honor of his father,
Ramesses HI. It depicts the king wor
shipping at the triad of deities, includ
ing Sakhmet, her husband, Ptah, and
their son, Nefertum.
A scene from the Egyptian Book of
the Dead is shown on the second papy
rus.
"They are superb both as teaching
pieces and worksof art," said Dr. Freed.
"This is a very impressive addition to
our permanent exhibit."

"Through the Eye of the Needle and into the Anvil"

New VISA Card
Benefits MSU

M

emphis State University is
now offering a VISA credit
card throughUnion Planters
National Bank which is expected to
generate funds which will be used to
help finance special University
projects.
Cardholder benefits includereduced
interest charges, noannual fee in 1988
and a low annual fee of $15 thereafter.
In addition,those usingthe MSUVISA
card willbe ableto buy traveler'schecks
at no extra cost.
Memphis State, in addition to gain
ing visibility each time the cardis used,
will receive a portion of the annual
renewal fee and a percentage of the
interest collected on eachaccount. Also,
Union Planters will support a $2,000
annual scholarship at MSU.
For more information or an applica
tion form,contact:
Union Planters NationalBank
Marketing Division
P.O. Box 387
Memphis, TN 38101-9956

James Rosenquist stands in front of his
latest oil painting, "Through the Eye of the
Needle and into the Anvil" A collection of
paintings by Rosenquist, generally re
garded as one of the top ten livingartists in
the world, was ondisplay late last springin
the MSU University Gallery.

Nursing School Emphasizes
Caring for the Elderly

M

emphis State'sSchool of Nursing is putting new emphasis
on preparing nurses to care
for the elderly.
"At this point, 70 percent of hospital
patients are 65 years old or older," said
Susan R. Jacob, an assistant professor
of nursing. "If health care professionals don't have the correct knowl-
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edge and attitudes aboutcaring forthe
elderly, they won't be able todo the job."
The U.S. PublicHealth Service'sDivision of Nursing provided a $305,873
grant tofund the project for threeyears,
The nursing school will use the money
to hire a consultant who will recommend changesin thecurriculum sothat
nursing students will receive more

training in how to care for elderly pa
tients.
The School willalso hire a newfaculty
member to teach gerontology, Jacob
said. Phrt of the grant money will pay
for present faculty members to attend
seminars and courseson the subject.

Interim
Education
Dean Named

D

r. Barbara A. Burch has been
appointed interim dean of the
College of Education, succeed
ing Dr. Robert L. Saunderswho retired
last spring.
Dr. Victor E. Feisal,vice president for
academic affairs, said the University
has begun a national search for a per
manent successor to Dr. Saunders. Dr.
Burch will serveas head of the College
until a permanent dean is appointed
later this year.
Dr. Burch, a professor of education,
associate dean of the college for pro
grams anddirector of thecollege's grad
uate studies,has been a member of the
Memphis State faculty since 1968. In
recent years, she has been involved in
program development activities, in
cluding the new teacher education cur
riculum.
Dr. Burch, who is also director of the
college's Centerof Excellence, hasbeen
associate deansince 1976.She isa grad
uate of Western Kentucky University
and earned her master's degree and
doctorate at IndianaUniversity.
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Work by MSU Professors
Included in Surgeon General's Report
Winner of a bronze medal in the Magazine Design
Competition of the Council for the Advancement
and Support of Education

T

wo Memphis State psychology
professors contributed to the
1987 Surgeon General's Report
on Smoking and Health which was re
leased in May.
Studies by Dr.Robert C. Klesgesand
Dr. Andrew W. Meyersshow that fear of
gaining weight may play an important
role in the decision to smoke for many
individuals.
The 600-page report, The Health
Consequences of Smoking: Nicotine
Addiction, was called the strongest
statement against tobacco since the
Surgeon General's 1964 report, which
first identified cigarettes as a health
risk. The latestreport reviewsa massof
scientific evidence that nicotine is as
addictive as heroin,cocaine or alcohol.
Drs. Meyers and Klesges wrote the
draft of the section that reviewed the
relationship between smoking and
body weight, a subject about which lit
tle previous research had been done.
They reviewed 71 investigations into
various aspects of the issue and found
that an individual's attitude toward
weight gain frequently affected the de
cision to begin smokingor to try tostop
tobacco use.
"There was overwhelming evidence
that smokersweigh lessthan nonsmokers, people who start smoking lost
weight, and people who quit smoking
gained weight," saidDr. Klesges.
The Memphis State research team
also found evidence that eating habits
and metabolism may change after a
smoker quits the habit. Metabolism,
the energy used to burn up calories,
may be reduced after a smoker stops
using tobacco, leading toan increase in
weight, Dr. Klesges said.
The psychologists reported that men
and women appear to respond differ
ently to smokingcessation. Women fre
quently gain more weight and may be
more likely to increase the amount of
food they eat.Fear of this added weight
may discourage a woman from giving
up cigarettes.
30

"If we're talking about a slightly
overweight, middle-aged man, he's not
likely to be concerned about a possible
weight gain of seven or eight pounds,"
Dr. Klesges said. "But a 110-pound, 20year-old female is going to be very con
cerned about a weight gain of two or
three pounds, and she is the one whois
likely to continue smoking."

Dr. Andrew Meyers (left) and Dr. Robert
Klesges calibrate a machine that analyzes
human metabolism and provides data on
how much energy is being used. The ma
chine helps the MSU psychology professors
study the causes of weight gain among
ex-smokers.

Memphis State won a bronze medal in the Council for Advancement and Support of
Education Magazine DesignCompetition for the coverof the Winter1987 issue of Memphis
State Magazine A photo of an interiorcolumn in Old Brister Library,taken by Carol Neal
Reber of MSU's Art Services, ran on the cover of the magazine which focused on the
University's 75th Anniversary in1987. Art Director was Jim Cloud, MSU Art Services.
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MSU Professor
continued from page 23

considered blasphemy just five years
ago, when he was literally thrown off
the stage during a seminar for promot
ing the "win-win" technique. Tbday,
the awareness level has grown to the
point where itis being usednot only in
the political arena, but in the business
community as well.
"What we've seen since 1983 is phe
nomenal," Dr. Schul said. "We are get
ting past the awareness stage in a
number of industries. People are now
familiar with what 'win-win' encom
passes and are beginning to be more*
receptive towards learningmore about
it and applyingit in their businesses."
Dr. Schul is also a senior consulting
associate with ProMark Inc., a market
ing consulting firm. His negotiation
seminars havebeen used by firms such
as Rockwell International, Lockheed
Aircraft Corporation,Hunter FanCom
pany and Tbyota.
The seminar was presented to the
general public for the first time this
spring at MSU's Fogelman Executive
Center.
"This approach has previously been
restricted to the board room, and it is
time that this methodology be made
available to managers onall levels," Dr.
Schul said. "We've built a Scientology
that is worlds away from what a lot of
people are doing."
Dr. Schul's experiences in negotia
tions began as senior buyer for a dia
mond investmentcompany inhis home
state of Tfexas. At the age of 25, he was
sent to the Middle East to face intense
foreign investors who displayed mil
lions of dollarsin diamondsand refused
to speak English.
"It was a very embarrassing situa
tion in that we were so naive and got
taken advantage of," Dr. Schul said.
"One of the things you learn in my
seminar is that when somebody does
little dirty tricks,like overpowering us
with a massive array of diamondsand

refusing to speak English, is to disci
pline and stopthe negotiation.
"Anytime you allow someone totake
advantage of you, it only fuels their
desire for continuing that strategy," he
said. "The sooner you discipline, the
more credibility you establish in the
eyes of that individual and subse
quently strengthen your position."
Following a decline in the diamond
industry in 1980, Dr. Schul began pre
senting marketingseminars and teach
ing at the University of Southern
California. At the same time, he devel
oped a negotiation program based on
his experiences in the diamond busi
ness.
The program was presented to major
corporations through USC until 1983
when Dr. Schul left to form his own
consulting firm.
"The wholeintent isto letthe private
internal programs fuel the consulting
business and allow me to becomemore
involved in the actual process of negoti
ation...to actually goout and do it and
apply it," hesaid.
He says a good negotiator must dem
onstrate effective problem-solving
skills, listening skills, a positive atti
tude and the ability to understand com
petitive behavior.
"Competitive behavior starts in the
cradle...how you got your way in the
crib is probably how you get your way
now, with some finesse," said Dr. Schul.
He notesthat womentend tobe better
collaborative negotiators than men.
"Males arebrought up to believethat
it is a desirable behavior to be acutely
competitive," Dr. Schul said. "On the
other hand, females are brought up
with a different perspective. Women
have the problem-solving skills much
more developed earlier on in their ca
reers than do males because men are
constantly reinforcing themselves that
it is good to becompetitive."
For menand women,whether theybe
top executives or middle managers, a
positive attitudein negotiations is criti
cal, Dr. Schul says.
"A good negotiator must believe
firmly that he can negotiate anything,
anytime, anywhere."

Robert Plunk, left, director of the
Memphis State University National
Alumni Association, points with pride

Alumni, students and friends of Memphis State have until August 31 to
order 1989 MSU license plates. To order, complete the application below and
send the appropriate fee- check or money order - to:

Tennessee Department of Revenue
Motor Vehicle Division
P.O. Box 258
Nashville, TN 37219

In March, take your approval letter to the County Clerk's office, pay the regular registration feeand pick upyour
plate. (DoNOT mailrenewal form or renewal fee with application). If a request cannot be granted, money will be
refunded. A portion of the proceeds from the special license plates will benefit the Tennessee Arts Commission.
APPLICATION FOR CULTURAL PLATES
Owners Name.

County

Street Address

Signature

City —
Uw (

xo
o

(

State

Zip

) $25.00 for Standard School License Plate
) $50.00 for Personalized School License Plate

(NOTE: Choices are restricted to your School's design.)
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to his new MSU license plate. Looking
on are students Todd Houdek and Mitzi
Turberville.
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